
SPPA/S5/16/7/A 

 
 

STANDARDS, PROCEDURES AND PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

7th Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 
 

Thursday 3 November 2016 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in the David Livingstone Room (CR6). 
 
1. Cross-Party Groups: The Committee will consider applications for recognition 

from two proposed Cross-Party Groups, and take evidence from— 
 

Gillian Martin, Convener of the proposed CPG on Women in Enterprise; 
 

and then from— 
 

Jamie Greene, Convener of the proposed CPG on LGBTI+. 
 

2. Cross-Party Groups - approval: The Committee will decide whether to accord 
recognition to the proposed Cross-Party Groups on Women in Enterprise and 
on LGBTI+. 

 
3. Work programme (in private): The Committee will consider its work 

programme. 
 
 

Douglas Wands 
Clerk to the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 

Room TG.01 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5239 

Email: douglas.wands@parliament.scot 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 1  

Note by the clerk 
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Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
 

7th Meeting 2016 (Session 4), Thursday 3 November 2016 
 

Cross-Party Group Applications 
 
 
Introduction 

1. In accordance with the provisions on Cross-Party Groups (CPGs) set out in 
section 6 of the Code of Conduct (the Code), proposals for the establishment of 
CPGs in the Scottish Parliament must be submitted to the Standards, Procedures 
and Public Appointments Committee for its approval. 
 
2. The provisions referred to in this note relate to Volume 2, Section 6, of the 
Code of Conduct. 
  
3. There are two proposed Group for the Committee’s consideration. 
 
Proposed CPG on Women in Enterprise 

4. The registration form submitted by the proposed CPG on Women in Enterprise 
is attached at Annexe A to this paper.  
 
Consideration by the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
5. Paragraph 6.3.10 of the Code states ―….As part of its consideration, the 
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee will invite one of the 
proposed Group’s MSP office bearers (usually the Convener) to attend a meeting to 
explain the justification for the proposed Group.‖ Gillian Martin MSP has been invited 
to the meeting to discuss registration of the proposed Group. 
 
Purpose 
6. Paragraph 6.3.11 of the Code states ―the Committee will pay particular 
attention to a proposed Group’s purpose. If the Committee considers that a Group is 
being proposed not in the public interest but, for example, to further particular 
commercial interests, the Group will not be accorded recognition. The Committee will 
also consider whether the purpose of a proposed Group overlaps the remit of an 
existing Group. The proposed Group has been asked to provide justification as to 
why its aim could not effectively be achieved within the existing Group‖.  
 
7. The stated purpose of the proposed Cross-Party Group on Women in 
Enterprise is— 

 ―… to explore how women in business can be supported to make their 
potential contribution to the Scottish economy.‖ 

Membership 
8. Paragraph 6.4.1 requires group membership to include at least five MSPs, with 
at least one MSP from each of the parties or groups represented on the 
Parliamentary Bureau.  The Committee has previously agreed that there should be a 
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general waiver of this Rule in the current Session and Groups are now required to 
have five MSPs from the majority of parties represented on the Parliamentary 
Bureau. The proposed Group meets this requirement. 
 
9. The MSP membership (by party) of the proposed Group is as follows— 

 1 Scottish Green Partry 

 3 Scottish Labour Party 

 3 Scottish National Party 
 
10. Paragraph 6.4.2 entitles groups to contain members from outwith the 
Parliament, but states that the overall membership of the CPG should be 
Parliamentary in nature. The proposed Group has listed two non-MSP members in 
the individual category and eight non-MSP member organisations.  
 
Office Bearers 
11. Paragraph 6.4.3 requires one MSP to be Convener of the Group and there to 
be at least one other MSP office bearer. The proposed Group meets this 
requirement: Gillian Martin MSP is the Convener and Jackie Baillie MSP is the 
Deputy-Convener. 
 
Financial Benefits and Subscription 
12. The registration form indicates the proposed Group will receive no financial 
benefits that exceed £500 per annum. 
 
13. The registration form also indicates that members will not be charged a 
subscription. 
14.  
Proposed CPG on LGBTI+ 

15. The registration form submitted by the proposed CPG on LGBTI+ is attached at 
Annexe B to this paper.  
 
Consideration by the Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
16. Jamie Greene MSP has been invited to the meeting to discuss registration of 
the proposed Group. 
 
Purpose 
17. The stated purpose of the proposed Cross-Party Group on LGBTI+ is— 

 ―… to promote and discuss issues of importance to the LGBTI+ community 
in Scotland with a view to helping make their lives better.‖ 

Membership 
18. The proposed Group meets the requirement in relation to MSP membership 
which is as follows— 

 3 Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party 

 1 Scottish Green Partry 

 2 Scottish Labour Party 

 1 Scottish National Party 
 



SPPA/S4/15/7/1 

3 
 

19. The proposed Group has listed no non-MSP members in the individual 
category and 11 non-MSP member organisations.  
 
Office Bearers 
20. The proposed Group meets the requirement in relation to office bearers: Jamie 
Greene MSP, Patrick Harvie MSP, Kezia Dugdale MSP and Ben Macpherson MSP 
are the Co-Conveners. 
 
Financial Benefits and Subscription 
21. The registration form indicates that the Equality Network will provide the 
secretariat support for the proposed Group and they estimate the value of this 
support to be £800 per annum. 
 
22. The registration form also indicates that members will not be charged a 
subscription. 
 
Next Steps 

23. At agenda item 1 the Committee is invited to discuss any aspects of the 
application for recognition of the proposed Cross-Party Groups on Women in 
Enterprise and LGBTI+ with Gillian Martin MSP and Jamie Greene MSP then at 
agenda item 2 the Committee will discuss whether to accord recognition to the 
proposed Groups. 
 
 

Sam Currie 
Support Manager 

Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 
October 2016 
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CROSS-PARTY GROUP REGISTRATION FORM 

 

NAME OF CROSS-PARTY GROUP 

Cross-Party Group on Women in Enterprise  

PURPOSE OF THE GROUP AND PROPOSED DISCUSSION TOPICS 

1. Please state the purpose of the Group. 

2. Please also provide a brief explanation of the purpose of the Group and why 
the purpose is in the public interest.  

3. Please also provide details of any overlaps with the purpose of existing Cross-
Party Groups and an explanation of why, regardless of any such overlap, the 
Group should be established. 

4. Please also provide an indication of the topics which the Group anticipates 
discussing in the forthcoming 12 months. 

The aim of the CPG on Women in Enterprise is to explore how women in business 
can be supported to make their potential contribution to the Scottish economy.  

As it stands the contribution of women-led businesses contributes £5 billion to the 
Scottish economy with only 20% of businesses being run by women. If rates of 
women-led businesses equalled those of men-led business that contribution would 
increase to £13 billion. This equates to a 5.3% growth in the size of the Scottish 
economy. The aim of the CPG could be to identify best practice and initiatives that 
would encourage and support women in business to grow their businesses, and to 
encourage more women to start-up businesses.  

While this proposed CPG deals with cross-cutting issues such as skills and 
colleges/universities, the focus on gender and business is unique to this CPG. 
Furthermore, as the explanation above highlights, the intersection of gender and 
business has important effects on the Scottish economy.  

In the forthcoming 12 months, the group plans to discuss how women in 
further/higher education can be supported to start businesses and to discuss the 
current state of statistics/information about women in enterprise. The group will 
also hold sessions to bring together women who are starting their own businesses 
and CPG members.   

MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

Please provide names and party designation of all MSP members of the Group.  

Gillian Martin MSP, Scottish National Party 

Jackie Baillie MSP, Scottish Labour Party  

Clare Haughey MSP, Scottish National Party 

Daniel Johnson MSP, Scottish Labour Party 

Ivan McKee MSP, Scottish National Party 
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Monica Lennon MSP, Scottish Labour Party  

Andy Wightman MSP, Scottish Green Party  

NON-MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

For organisational members please provide only the name of the organisation, it is 
not necessary to provide the name(s) of individuals who may represent the 
organisation at meetings of the Group. 

Individuals Laura Galloway, Heriot Watt University 

Organisations Fraser of Allander Institute;  

Federation of Small Businesses;  

Business Gateway;  

Skills Development Scotland;  

Royal Bank of Scotland;  

CoSLA;  

Social Enterprise Scotland  

Women’s Enterprise Scotland 

GROUP OFFICE BEARERS 

Please provide names for all office bearers.  The minimum requirement is that two 
of the office bearers are MSPs and one of these is Convener – beyond this it is a 
matter for the Group to decide upon the office bearers it wishes to have.  It is 
permissible to have more than one individual elected to each office, for example, 
co-conveners or multiple deputy conveners. 

Convener Gillian Martin MSP  

Deputy Convener Jackie Baillie MSP 

Secretary Anne Meikle, Women’s Enterprise Scotland  

Treasurer Anne Meikle, Women’s Enterprise Scotland  

FINANCIAL BENEFITS OR OTHER BENEFITS  

Please provide details of any financial or material benefit(s) the Group anticipates 
receiving from a single source in a calendar year which has a value, either singly 
or cumulatively, of more than £500.  This includes donations, gifts, hospitality or 
visits and material assistance such as secretariat support. 

 

the value of the support provided to the CPG will not exceed £500 

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGED BY THE GROUP 

Please provide details of the amount to be charged and the purpose for which the 
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subscription is intended to be used. 

None 

CONVENER CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Gillian Martin MSP 

Parliamentary 
address 

M5.08, The Scottish Parliament, EH99 1SP 

Telephone 
number 

01313486957 

 

STATEMENT ON COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

I declare that the Cross-Party Group on Women in Enterprise is constituted and will 
comply with the terms of Section 6 of the Code of Conduct for Members of the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Signed Gillian Martin 

Date 12/10/16  
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CROSS-PARTY GROUP REGISTRATION FORM 

 

NAME OF CROSS-PARTY GROUP 

Cross-Party Group on LGBTI+ (The LGBTI+ Cross-Party Group) 

PURPOSE OF THE GROUP AND PROPOSED DISCUSSION TOPICS 

5. Please state the purpose of the Group. 

6. Please also provide a brief explanation of the purpose of the Group and why 
the purpose is in the public interest.  

7. Please also provide details of any overlaps with the purpose of existing Cross-
Party Groups and an explanation of why, regardless of any such overlap, the 
Group should be established. 

8. Please also provide an indication of the topics which the Group anticipates 
discussing in the forthcoming 12 months. 

1) The purpose of the group is to promote and discuss issues of importance to 

the LGBTI+ community in Scotland with a view to helping make their lives 

better.  

2) When I joined the Scottish Parliament I was surprised to learn that no such 

group already existed. Many people said the same and as a result I felt that 

it would be a unique opportunity to bring together various MSPs, third 

sector people and charities into one place to discuss a wide umbrella of 

issues which affect this community specifically. With a view to helping 

promote their individual causes and looking at pending legislation in the 

Parliament with a view to ensuring it fully considers matters of importance 

to this community.  

3) There is a little overlap with any CPG which currently looks at issues of 

public health, inclusive education, equality, blood born viruses, women and 

minorities. It is our intention to see which other established group we can 

work with to help mutually, but avoid repetition. We are also taking on some 

of the functions of other groups which no longer exist in S5, such as the 

Blood Borne Virus group. This group will instead focus only on the LGBTI+ 

community.  

4) HIV prevention, treatment  

Inclusive education  
Youth LGBTI+ issues  
Trans issues  
Rural LGBTI+ problems  
Geriatric care  
Bullying in schools  
Homophobia in the workplace  
Teacher training  
Religious education and sex education  
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How political parties become more inclusive  
Mental health in this community  
Funding for public health care campaigns  
Inclusive sport and homophobia in sport 
Helping employers become more LGBTI+ friendly 
And much more!  

MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

Please provide names and party designation of all MSP members of the Group.  

Jamie Greene – C  

Annie Wells – C  

Ross Thomson – C  

Ben Macpherson – SNP  

Patrick Harvie – G  

Kezia Dugdale – L  

Mary Fee – L  

 

NON-MSP MEMBERS OF THE GROUP 

For organisational members please provide only the name of the organisation, it is 
not necessary to provide the name(s) of individuals who may represent the 
organisation at meetings of the Group. 

Individuals  

Organisations Terrence Higgins Trust 

HIV Scotland  

Stonewall Scotland 

Equality Network  

LGBT Youth Scotland 

TIE (Time for Inclusive Education) 

Waverley Care  

LGBT Consortium  

Pink Saltire  

LGBT Health and Wellbeing 

Fearless 

 

GROUP OFFICE BEARERS 

Please provide names for all office bearers.  The minimum requirement is that two 



ANNEXE B 

9 
 

of the office bearers are MSPs and one of these is Convener – beyond this it is a 
matter for the Group to decide upon the office bearers it wishes to have.  It is 
permissible to have more than one individual elected to each office, for example, 
co-conveners or multiple deputy conveners. 

Convener There are 4 co-convenors 

Jamie Greene MSP 

Patrick Harvie MSP  

Kezia Dugdale MSP  

Ben Macpherson MSP  

Deputy Convener none 

Secretary Tim Hopkins of the Equality Network  

We would request that for official secretariat correspondence 
Mr Hopkins is included in any parliamentary correspondence 
relating to the group . email:  Tim@equality-network.org 

Treasurer None  

FINANCIAL BENEFITS OR OTHER BENEFITS  

Please provide details of any financial or material benefit(s) the Group anticipates 
receiving from a single source in a calendar year which has a value, either singly 
or cumulatively, of more than £500.  This includes donations, gifts, hospitality or 
visits and material assistance such as secretariat support. 

 

Estimated value of secretarial support provided by the Equality Network: 4 days 
per year at £200 cost to the Equality Network per day = £800 value 

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGED BY THE GROUP 

Please provide details of the amount to be charged and the purpose for which the 
subscription is intended to be used. 

None at present  

CONVENER CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Jamie Greene MSP  

Parliamentary 
address 

M2.20 Scottish Parliament 

Telephone 
number 

07722305111 
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STATEMENT ON COMPLIANCE WITH THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

I declare that the Cross-Party Group on LGBTI+ is constituted and will comply with 
the terms of Section 6 of the Code of Conduct for Members of the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Signed Electronic  

Date 4 10 16  
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